The New York Chapters Receive the 2026 John Tooker Evergreen Award  
[image: ]The John Tooker Evergreen Awards Program provides recognition and visibility to chapters that have successfully implemented programs to increase membership, improve communication, encourage member involvement, enhance diversity, foster careers in internal medicine or improve chapter management. The New York Chapters received a 2026 John Tooker Evergreen Award for their innovative initiative. 
 
 Creating a Climate Change Task Force   
The NYACP Climate Change Task Force (CCTF) was created to address the growing intersection between climate change and human health, and to align the Chapter’s initiatives with sustainable practices.  

Through collaboration, education, and innovation, the New York Chapter’s Climate Change Task Force (CCTF) successfully built awareness of the healthcare sector’s environmental footprint, engaged members across diverse disciplines, and developed tangible actions to reduce the chapter’s environmental impact. Initiatives include the Sustainable NYACP greening effort, the CCTF Newsletter Corner, and advocacy for state-level climate-health legislation. CCTF has continued to attract interest, increase member engagement, expand the reach of activities, and positions the chapter as a recognized leader in climate-health advocacy. The chapter intends to continue and expand the CCTF and its initiatives beyond the initial two-year exploration cycle.    
Special thanks to this program’s key contributors:  
Evan Siau, MD, MPH, FACP, Chair, CCTF, New York Chapter 
Charles Lopresto, DO, Vice Chair, CCTF, New York Chapter 
Loretta Ponesse, CAE, Executive Director, New York Chapter  
Izaiah Wright, Liaison, Meetings and District Relations, New York Chapter
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